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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                         Regular Session                 October 13, 2016

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October 13, 2016 in the Council Chambers

Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded. 
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors M. Nobers, T. Belcastro, L. Michael, J. Weatherby and L. Jones
ECXCUSED:  Councilor J. McGurk   
ALSO PRESENT:  M. Ott, Esq., Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Slagle Engineering, Inc.; Mayor P. Poninsky; Chief Raible, Leetsdale Police Department  


REPORTS RECEIVED 
MINUTES: August Regular, September Workshop and Regular Sessions 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to accept the August Regular, September Workshop and Regular Sessions, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Barb Span, 190 Broad Street, discussed the current budget 
Osmond Awad, 46 1st Street, discussed outsourcing the garbage pickup.  Mr. Nobers reassured that council is conducting a cost study at this time and discussing how the committee can make the service more efficient for the Public Works Department.  
Donna Flage, 531 Beaver Street, concerned with the elderly along her street and not having garbage pickup in the alley.
Judy Felicion, 186 Broad Street, discussed outsourcing the garbage/recycling pickup
Bob Kusnirak, 179 Broad Street, discussed garbage/recycling pickup  

SOLICITOR                                                                                                                      Megan Ott, Esq.
· Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement Proposal update 
· Review BPT Collector Proposal from Turn Key Taxes

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to accept the Police Pension Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP), second by Ms. Michael 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to accept refinancing the bond with the option of accepting cash at closing, second by Ms. Jones
Mr. Weatherby is a no on the motion as he wants the savings over the life of the bond
MOTION APPROVED 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to accept the Police Pension Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP), second by Ms. Michael 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· A Special Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 27, 2016 at 7:00 pm here at the Borough to accept the terms and conditions of the bond refinance.  Bond Council will advertise as needed.  Ms. Michael and Mr. Belcastro are unable to attend.  

ENGINEER                                                                                                              Daniel B. Slagle, P.E.
· Review the Engineer’s Monthly Report
· Three Rivers Trust Estate Sewer/Storm Sewer Project – The Developer’s Engineer indicated that bids are being obtained and the project will start November 1, 2016
· Columbia/NiSource Gas Line Replacement – The Company has posted the performance bond but not entered into the Developer’s Agreement Road Opening Permit.  The Bonds should not be released until the road is overlaid.
· Edgeworth Water Authority Waterline Replacement Project – Bids were awarded by Edgeworth Water Authority.  Construction material is being delivered
· Washington Street Paving Project – Youngblood Paving started milling Washington Street on October 13, 2016.
· Broad Street Paving Project – The project was awarded to Youngblood Paving in the unit price cost of $83,991.90 for Alternative No. 1.  This project will be paid for by Columbia/NiSource Gas and Edgeworth Water Authority.  The paving project is scheduled to start upon completion of the waterline.
· 2016 QVCOG/ACDD Final Applications – The QVCOG/ACDD awarded the 2016 Demolition Project ($15,000) and Washington Street ADA Sidewalk Project ($26,000) in phases.
· 2016 QVCOG/ACDD Grant Applications – The 2017 QVCOG/ACDD Grant Pre-Applications were due September 8, 2016.  We prepared and submitted the following Pre-Applications on September 2, 2016; Washington Street Sidewalk Reconstruction Project Phase 2, 2017 Housing Demolition Project (325 Washington St), Borough Building ADA Sidewalk/Ramp Project, Henle Park Playground Equipment Project and Monroe Way reconstruction Project. 
· Henle Park Gazebo Project – Please expedite the execution of the QVCOG/ACDD Agreement 
· Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) – The next Annual Progress Report is due May 30, 2018
· Zoning Map Update –We have prepared a draft Zoning Map, Road May and Property Map for Borough’s review/adoption

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· Discuss offering the VFW money for the property where the display sign would be placed.  Mayor Poninsky and Mr. James will discuss further.

FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson
· Received the 2015 Public Utility Realty Tax Act (PURTA) allocation in the amount of $2,156.17. 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to elect the Revenue Ruling 2004-55 for Short Term and Long Term Disability Programs with Standard Insurance through Municipal Benefits Services for the 2017 year, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

· Received 2016 Foreign Fire Insurance allocation in the amount of $10,498.31. 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to pay the Leetsdale Fire Relief Association the Foreign Fire Insurance Allocation in the amount of $10,489.31, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

· Received the 2016 State Allocation to the pension plans in the amount of $61,245.04, 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to pay the 2016 Minimum Municipal Obligations to the Police Pension Plan in the amount of $34,997.17 and to the Non Uniform Pension Plan in the amount of $26,247.87, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to deposit the difference between the State Aid and the MMO by December 31, 2016; Police Pension $37,904.83 and Non-Uniform $8,547.13, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to make payment from the Police Pension in the amount of $370.00 for the Hallett Associates Invoice, second by Ms. Michael 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson
· The Audit is complete for the Police and Non-Uniform Pensions.  There were no findings for either pension.   
· The annual Workers Compensation Audit will take place on October 20, 2016

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Review the Police Department’s and Fire Department’s Monthly Report

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to accept the 2015 fee for the Borough of Coraopolis to house prisoners was $1,200.00, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY  

· The Police & Fire Departments, Code Enforcement Officer and Mayor Poninsky started to make a list of vacant ad dangerous properties in the Borough.  

QUESTION ON THE MOTION BY Ms. Michael, are the buyers authorized users?  Chief Raible confirmed the buyers and there law backgrounds.  
MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to sale the Police Department’s five used teasers for $125.00 each, second by Ms. Jones 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson
· The 4th Annual Snowflake Classic will be held Saturday, November 19, 2016
· Council discussed purchasing the forklift that is needed at the garage in the amount of $6,000.00.  Mr. Belcastro discussed the cost being $6,000 and how the borough would pay without it being budgeted. Mr. James stated that the equipment can be paid for from the Public Works Capital Reserve Account.  Mr. Belcastro expressed his concern with this large purchased.  Council decided to table this discuss until further information is provided by Douglas Ford, Street Commissioner.

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to have Cintas conduct forklift training for the Public Works Department in the amount of $695.00 for up to 5 employees, second by Mr. Weatherby
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to pay the Leetsdale Garden Club for reimbursement in the amount of $733.76, second by Ms. Michael 
Mr. Belcastro ABSTAINED from the Motion since his wife is a member of the Leetsdale Garden Club.
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

PARKS & RECREATION                                                                             Lauren Jones, Chairperson 
· A Neighborly Gathering for adults and children will be held during Trick or Treat, from 6:00 until 8:00 on Monday, October 31st in Henle Park.  There will be a fire to gather around, treat bags for the kids as well as cookies and drinks.   

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik and the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Joe Luff
· Mr. Logan, Leetsdale Fire Chief stated that himself, Mayor Poninsky, Police Chief Raible, Code Enforcement Officer inspected the properties along Beaver Street and located 37 vacant or abended properties.   

NEW BUSINESS
· The Leetsdale 4th of July Committee will host the Election Day Baked Goods Sale on November 8th, please contact Phyllis Belcastro to volunteer and/or bake. 
   
OLD BUSINESS
· Estimates are needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass
· Contact Jeff Weatherby if interested in joining the American Red Cross Community Shelter Team.  A Shelter meeting is being held on October 15, 2016 at 1 pm here at the Borough. 
· The Leetsdale Fire Department and the American Red Cross are offering up to three smoke alarms per Leetsdale household free of charge.  If interested, there is a sign up in the lobby 

CORRESPONDENCE
· PSAB is hosting the Fall Leadership Conference October 14 – 16 in Gettysburg
· Mr. James reminded all that it’s Fire Prevention Week and it’s a good time to change the batteries in your smoke alarm

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adjourn, second by Mr. Weatherby
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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