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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                       Regular Session                February 13, 2020

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, February 13, 2020 in the Council Chambers. 

Council President Weatherby called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.  
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council President Weatherby presented Mayor Peter Poninsky with a plaque for 35 plus years in public service.  

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President J. Weatherby; Councilors B. Fredrick, T. Michael, O. Awad, T. Belcastro, W. James and R. Nanni
ALSO, PRESENT:  Mayor P. Poninsky; M. Turnbull, Esq., Weiss Burkardt and Kramer LLC; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Sagle Engineering, Inc.; Chief D. Raible, Leetsdale Police Department; Chief Marty Davis, Leetsdale Volunteer Fire Department; Douglas Ford, Leetsdale Street Commissioner 

REPORTS RECEIVED
MINUTES:  November & December Workshop and Regular Sessions and January Reorganization 

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adopt the November and December Workshop Minutes, second by Mr. Awad
Mr. Nanni Abstained from the Motion
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adopt the November and December Regular Session Minutes, second by Mr. Michael
Mr. Nanni Abstained from the Motion
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adopt the January Reorganization Minutes, second by Mr. Frederick
Discussion on the Motion, Mr. Nanni requested an amendment 
MOTION BY Mr. Nanni to amend the January Reorganization Minutes to state that Mr. Michael advised that the Borough does not carry a surplus, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES
MOTION BY Mr. Nanni to adopt the January Reorganization Minutes as amended, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES
 
TREASURER’S:  December
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adopt the December Treasurer’s Report, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Tony Rosenberger, Leetsdale Industrial Park, advised Council that the Occupancy Permit for the new building at 803 Brickworks Road has not been received to date.  Mr. Rosenberger disputed the current Stormwater Ordinance escrow amount of $16,000.00 with a hold for ten years and suggested $1,600.00 a year to cover MS4 requirements with a monthly report from Douglas Ford and withdrawal amount from the Borough Office.  


MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to amend the current Stormwater Ordinance to $1,600.00 yearly fee from the current $16,000.00 ten-year fee, update the fee schedule and advertise for adoption, second by Mr. Awad
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to allow relief from the current Stormwater Ordinance to Leetsdale Industrial Park, Bimbo Bakery location to accept the $1,600.00 annual fee for 10 years and to issue the Occupancy Permit for the new building located at 803 Brickworks Drive, Leetsdale, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES        

Barb Span, 190 Broad Street, requested that council confirm or deny a separation agreement exists with a past employee.  Ms. Turnbull advised that no legal fees paid to outside attorneys.     
Beth Carroll, 195 Broad Street, requested that the council member in question step down from Borough Council
Linda Vaccaro, Sewickley, PA (Leetsdale Borough Property Owner), expressed concern with the possibility of limiting the audience to a two-minute comment period, advised that the return address on the rental letters was incorrect, expressed concern with a council member in question
Judy Felicion, Broad Street, advised Council that the manhole along Broad Street has been corrected, stated that the Sewickley Herald published that the Borough of Leetsdale has a pending Fracking Ordinance and was advised by Ms. Turnbull that the ordinance will need further review prior to adoption by council, Ms. Felicion suggested that the church along Broad Street might have possible businesses running inside and also suggested that the Borough’s digital sign display a message to remind dog walkers to pick up after their dogs.
Matt Carroll, 195 Broad Street, Mr. Carroll discussed the possible issue within council and suggested that the council member step down since this could be a continued liability for the Borough
Linda Vaccaro, Sewickley, PA (Leetsdale Borough Property Owner), discussed the current 2 mills Road Tax and was advised that the tax was updated to include infrastructure 
Judy Brittle, 158 Broad Street, concerned with the current council and not having the power to force one to resign
Jim Gilbert, Main Street, concerned that a settlement was made with public tax dollars
Tony Rosenberger, Leetsdale Industrial Park, suggested that such an agreement to include that the accused step down from council be included in an agreement
Linda Vaccaro, Sewickley, PA, shared a past story
                  
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq. 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to table the adoption of the Resolution for Public Participation Policy, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to not accept the property donation located in the rear of 138 Broad Street, second by Mr. Frederick
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, no; Mr. Belcastro, no; Mr. Frederick, no; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, abstained; Mr. Nanni, yes; Mr. Weatherby, no 
MOTION CARRIES

· The accepted property donations; 244 & 248 Beaver Street transfers are complete.  
· Last month Council voted to increase the cell phone allowance for the full-time police officers and the Borough Secretary from $35.00 a month to $65.00 an MOU was created for Council’s consideration.  
· Working with the Chief Raible to update the Police Department’s Policies and Procedures

 

ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E.
· Mr. Slagle reviewed the Engineer’s Monthly Report

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the bid from Independent Enterprises in the amount of $32,540.00 for the Washington Street ADA Sidewalk PHIV Project, second by Mr. Awad
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. James to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approval the Buncher Building 26 Site Plan conditioned on the Engineer’s Letter dated November 22, 2019, second by Mr. Awad
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to authorize the Engineer to bid the 2020 Paving Project, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to advertise for replacement guiderails along Beaver Street, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES

· Council discussed the replacement of sidewalks in Henle Park and it was determined that replacement would be done with future ADA Replacement grants.  

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to advertise the Borough’s trash and recycling pickup to be outsourced, second by Mr. Michael 
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, no; Mr. Belcastro, no; Mr. Frederick, yes; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, yes; Mr. Nanni, yes; Mr. Weatherby, yes 
MOTION CARRIES

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· No Public Safety Meeting held this month
· The Borough was designated as a 2020 Banner Community.  ALOM is hosting a lunch on Friday, March 6th at 11:00 at PNC Park, Leftfield Lounge    
· Motion to adopt the Local Government Recognition Resolution declaring April 6 – 10, 2020 as Local Government Week and April 8, 2020 as Local Government Day.  

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adopt the Local Government Recognition Resolution declaring April 6 – 10, 2020 as Local Government Week and April 8, 2020 as Local Government Day, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES

· Attended the Hazmat Litigation Meeting
· Holding a Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner at the Leetsdale VFW on March 28, 2020 at 6:00 PM, must RSVP as seating is limited.  

FINANCE/BUDGET                                                                                   Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to purchase Borough logo long sleeve shirts, second by Mr. Michael
Mr. Nanni voted no
MOTION CARRIES 




MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to donate $100.00 to the Sewickley Valley Community Fund, second by Mr. Frederick
Mr. Nanni voted no
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. Nanni to reorganize Council, second by Mr. Awad
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, yes; Mr. Belcastro, yes; Mr. Frederick, no; Mr. James, no; Mr. Michael, no; Mr. Nanni, yes; Mr. Weatherby, no 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE                                                                        Thomas Michael, Chairperson
· Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE                                                                                Wesley James, Chairperson
· Chief Davis reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to purchase eight dog waste stations, second by Mr. Nanni
MOTION CARRIES  

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson
· Mr. Awad advised the amount of money that is collected by the 2 mills

PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                           Roger Nanni, Chairperson
· Mr. Nanni stated that council received the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Brian Hill and the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jason Sarver

ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson
· Advised that the 2018 Liens will be filed tomorrow

NEW BUSINESS
· Board Vacancy 
a. Recreation Board with term ending December 31, 2020
b. Civil Service Commission with term ending December 31, 2026 
c. Civil Service Commission Alternate with term ending December 31, 2026

CORRESPONDENCE
· Please complete the 2019 Ethic Form and return to the Borough Office by May 1, 2020
· PSAB 109th Annual Hersey Conference & Exhibition is being held June 7 – 10, 2020

LIST OF BILLS 
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to accept the List of Bills, second by Mr. Michael
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, yes; Mr. Belcastro, yes; Mr. Frederick, yes; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, yes; Mr. Nanni, no; Mr. Weatherby, yes
MOTION CARRIES 



ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adjourn at 9:05 PM, second by Mr. Michael
MOTION CARRIES 

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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