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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                         Regular Session                 March 9, 2017

[bookmark: _GoBack]LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, March 9, 2017 in the Council Chambers

Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded. 
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council Vice President J. Weatherby; Councilors T. Belcastro, L. Michael, J. McGurk and L. Jones  
EXCUSED:  Council President W. James, Councilor M. Nobers 
ALSO PRESENT:   Mayor P. Poninsky, M. Turnbull, Esq., Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Slagle Engineering, Inc.; Chief Raible, Leetsdale Police Department 

REPORTS RECEIVED 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT: January and February
MINUTES: February and March Workshops & February Regular Sessions
TREASURER’S REPORTS: January and February

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the following reports; January and February Tax Collector’s Reports, February and March Workshops and February Regular Session Minutes, and the January and February Treasurer’s Reports, second by Ms. Michael 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Barbara Aughinbaugh, 50 Ohio River Blvd, expressed interest in purchasing the parcels the borough owns along Ohio River Boulevard and Rapp Street.   

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to authorize Ms. Turnbull to research the Borough owned properties along Rapp Street and Ohio River Blvd for possible sale, second by Mr. Belcastro   
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
 
Mary Kay Dschuhan, 66 Beaver Street, confirmed Jordan Tax Service collects the delinquent Property Tax and Mr. Belcastro stated that he will be working with a direct contact to confirm collections.  Also discussed the property owned by the borough at the Leetsdale VFW and Henle Park.  Council confirmed that the existing plants located around the Henle Park Gazebo will be moved before the construction of the new gazebo begins.   

Susie Falcon, 11 Winding Road, discussed the following issues; water runoff from Winding Road onto Broad Street, repainting the lines on Brickworks and painting a line at the stop sign on the overpass as well as a guide line along Broad Street so the vehicles and trucks don’t cut turn short.    

SOLICITOR                                                                                                            Megan Turnbull, Esq.
· Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement Proposal is being negotiated  
· Ms. Diersen attended the Watershed Plan Advisory Committee Meeting 
· Ms. Ott discuss the adoption of Act 172 of 2016 – Tax Credits for Municipal Volunteers; local Volunteer Fireman and Firewomen with a flat dollar amount instead of a percent and suggested council take the time to explore further.  

ENGINEER                                                                                                              Daniel B. Slagle, P.E.
· Centerside Development Site Plan (Building No. 803) – We updated the conditions for approval based on data supplied by the Developer’s Engineer

· Centerside Development (NOV) Site Plan – We provided sidewalk details and inspected the sidewalk installation.
· Columbia/NiSource Gas Line Replacement – The Bonds should not be released until the road is overlaid.
· Edgeworth Water Authority Waterline Replacement Project – Construction is complete and the crossing temporarily restored.  The Water Authority is replacing the water line on Sycamore Spur.  We will meet with Shawn Scott next week to review the project.
· Washington Street ADA Sidewalk Project – QVCOG/ACDD increased the grant funding from $25,600 to $46,592.  We are updating the plans/specs and project scope for the first of what is now three phase project to replace the sidewalks on Washington Street with ADA sidewalks.  We are waiting for executed Agreements from ACDD/QVCOG. 
· 2017 QVCOG/ACDD Grant Applications – QVCOG/ACDD has awarded the grants for 2017 Applications.  The Borough is being awarded $94,250.  We suggested Monroe Way Reconstruction Project - $42,250 and Borough Building ADA Sidewalk/Ramp Project - $80,000.
· Henle Park Gazebo Project – the Borough received a grant (100%) in the amount of $44,000.  The Borough awarded the Gazebo project based on a 20’ diameter to Sports and Recreation in the amount of $38,479.  The deadline for the new gazebo to be built is June 30, 2017.  Council also discussed the liability the Borough is assuming to move the old gazebo.  It was agreed that an outside company will be needed to remove the old gazebo.    

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to authorize Nichols & Slagle Engineering, Inc. to precede with a portion of bids C and D, and not exceed $44,000 for benches and tables, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· DCNR Boat Launch ramp Grant Application – We ae currently designing the boat launch ramp project (50% DCNR Grant) which will be bid out this spring.
· Zoning Map Update – We have prepared a draft Zoning Map, Road Map and Property Map for Borough’s review/comment/adoption.  We need to verify the zoning along Monroe Way.  
· 2017 Paving Project – Bids were opened on February 9, 2017.  The project was awarded to Youngblood Paving with a Base Bid cost of $186,649.50 and an Alternative Bid cost of $197,685.00 for Beaver Street/Beech Street/Davis Street/Valley Lane.  The contractor will expand the scope based on the established unit prices.  Council also discussed Broad Street Paving Project being reimbursed by Columbia Gas and EWA.   
· Borough Floodplain Ordinance – We provided the suggested changes to the Borough’s Floodplain Ordinance based Centerside development input.

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· Mr. Belcastro and Mr. Poninsky will attend the Official Announcement of the 2017 Banner Communities on Friday, March 31st at 10:30 AM at the Allegheny County Courthouse.  

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to appoint Mayor Poninsky as the Delegate and Jennifer Simek as the Alternate to the MRM Property & Liability Trust, second by Mr. McGurk
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· Annual Cleanup Day will be held on Saturday, April 22, 2017. 
· Public Safety Meeting was held on Tuesday, March 7, 2017.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 4, 2017

FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson
Nothing new to report


ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson
Nothing new to report 

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Mr. Weatherby reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report
· Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson
Nothing new to report 

PARKS & RECREATION                                                                             Lauren Jones, Chairperson  
· The Easter Egg Hunt will be held at Henle Park on Sunday, April 9, 2017 at 2:00 pm.  

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik and the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Joe Luff
· A Zoning Hearing is being held March 30, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. for Elite Towing 

NEW BUSINESS
· Please submit newsletter articles/information to simek@leetsdaleboro.net no later than March 22nd.
· Following vacancies are remaining; Recreation Board – 1 vacancy - Terms exp. 2020 and  Planning Commission – 1 vacancy – Term exp. 2023
   
OLD BUSINESS
· Estimates are needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass
· Contact Jeff Weatherby if interested in joining the American Red Cross Community Shelter Team.  
· The Leetsdale Fire Department and the American Red Cross are offering up to three smoke alarms per Leetsdale household free of charge.  

CORRESPONDENCE
· LDG will be preforming a bridge safety inspection on bridge(s) greater than 20’ in length between March and May.  Once complete LDG will be available to discuss.
· The Borough was cc’d on a letter of application that was sent to the PA Public Utility Commission by Norfolk Southern Railroad Company for approval of the abolition of the Leet Street Bridge 
· Vector Security notified the Borough of a planned rate adjustment of $1.50 to the monthly billing beginning May 1, 2017.
· Received a candidacy notification from The Committee to Re-Elect Bob Ford Magisterial District Judge
· Applications for the Allegheny County Senior Citizen Tax Relief Program are available in the Borough Office.  

LIST OF BILLS
Ms. Michael confirmed that the Public Works Department will no longer be accepting or picking up televisions in the Borough since this is an additional cost for the Borough to dispose of the televisions.  Council discussed how to proceed; newsletter announcement and tags for televisions left at the curb. 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the List of Bills, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY



ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Ms. Michael to adjourn at 8:04 PM, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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