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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                       Workshop Session                March 10, 2020

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Workshop Session at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 in the Council Chambers. 

Council President Weatherby called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.  

Mr. Weatherby advised that Council would have two comment periods for the audience to address council; the first is for business only and the second would be for any further discussion.

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President J. Weatherby; Councilors B. Fredrick, O. Awad, T. Belcastro, W. James, R. Nanni and Mr. Michael
ALSO PRESENT:  Mayor P. Poninsky

REPORTS RECEIVED
MINUTES:  January Regular Session  
TREASURER’S:  January and February 

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Suzie Felcon, 11 Winding Road, discussed the Leetsdale Industrial Plans that were reviewed by the Planning Commission.  
Henrettia Kretzler, Washington Street, requested that the lines be painted on the overpass and Brickworks Road
Jim Gilbert, 1 Main Street, confirmed Council is opening bids on Thursday for outside trash pickup 
                  
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq. 
· Council and Mayor will attend the Annual Discrimination and Title IX Training this Thursday
· Update on the Buncher Developer’s Agreement 
· The Planning Commission met February 25, 2020 and the recommendation will be reviewed on Thursday by Ms. Turnbull
· Dominic Napolitano, Leetsdale Planning Commission will attend the April Regular Session Meeting to review the Fracking Ordinance that was prepared by the commission for Council’s consideration

ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E.
· Review the Engineer’s Monthly Report
· The owner of 16 Beaver Street does not want his property demoed.  Another property will need to be selected to replace the other property.   
· Council will review bids on Thursday for the advertised work
a. Municipal Waste Pickup/Disposal
b. 2020 Paving Project
c. Guiderail Replacement Project

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· No Public Safety Meeting held this month
· The Borough is hosting its Annual Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 25, 2020 
· Hosting a Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner at the VFW on Saturday, March 28, 2020.  You must RSVP as space is limited.  
· The 4th of July Committee is hosting the Election Day Bake Sale, Tuesday, April 28, 2020.  Please contact Carol Poninsky to donate and/or volunteer.


FINANCE/BUDGET                                                                                   Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Mr. Nanni mentioned that he sent an email to Ms. Turnbull in regards to the tax ordinance and Mr. Weatherby advised that this would need to be discussed with her on Thursday.   
· Council discussed the current budget and the amounts in each of the accounts.  It was mentioned again that the tax ordinance was not adopted and will need to be discussed with the Borough Solicitor.  Resident, Barb Herman asked if the Route 65 Cleanup was complete or just a band-aid.  Mr. Weatherby advised that the cleanout was needed to stop the roadway from flooding but the Borough along with the School District will need to come up with a plan and funding to correct the problem.

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report 

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE                                                                        Thomas Michael, Chairperson
· Chief Raible will review the Police Department’s Monthly Report on Thursday

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE                                                                                Wesley James, Chairperson
· The Leetsdale Volunteer Fire Department is hosting their Annual Fish Fry on Fridays during Lent located at the Leetsdale VFW.  Flyers are available in the Borough Office.  
· Chief Davis will review the Fire Department’s Monthly Report on Thursday

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson
· Discuss repairing the boat dock due to safety reasons before installation
· The dog waste stations have arrived and are in the process of being installed
· Mr. Frederick advised that the Public Works Department will be updating the bathrooms at Henle Park in the coming weeks.
· Mr. Frederick mentioned the Garbage Bids will be received this Thursday for research of outsourcing the trash and recycling pickup in the Borough.  
· Council discussed purchasing a new pickup truck for the Public Works Department since the oldest vehicle is 12 years old and needs repairs.  Mr. Frederick suggested that the Borough purchase a Ford truck this time.   

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson
· The Parks & Rec Board will be hosting the Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Henle Park on Saturday, April 4th at 2 PM.  Please bring your own basket.  The Easter Bunny will be at the pavilion after the hunt for photos with the kids.  
· Save the Date - The 7th Annual Leetsdale Snowflake Classic 5K Run and 2 Mile Walk is scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 2020.  More details to follow as the date gets closer.   
· Mr. Awad suggested a pavilion be installed at Henle Park to replace the existing one, but it was suggested that Council may want to consider replacing the existing roof and making updates instead.
· Mr. Awad stated that if donations are received there is a possibility of the Splash Pad being open seven days a week. 

PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                           Roger Nanni, Chairperson
· The Monthly Building Inspection Report by Brian Hill and the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jason Sarver will be reviewed Thursday.

ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received a request from TurnKey Taxes to begin the litigation process with three additional businesses for unpaid business taxes



NEW BUSINESS
1.   Motion to appoint Mr. James Gilbert to the Civil Service Commission with a term ending 2026
2.   Board Vacancy 
a. Recreation Board with term ending December 31, 2020
b. Civil Service Commission Alternate with term ending December 31, 2026

CORRESPONDENCE
· Please complete the 2019 Ethic Form and return it to the Borough Office by May 1, 2020
· The 109th PSAB Annual Hersey Conference & Exhibition is being held June 7 – 10, 2020
· The PA Municipal Legal Update located in Harrisburg is being held August 5 & 6, 2020
· Mr. Weatherby attended the Sewickley President’s and Mayor’s Breakfast and was advised that Sewickley Borough will be asking neighboring communities for donations to support their different Celebrations that are held throughout the year.

COMMENT PERIOD
Linda Vaccaro, stated that Council needs to get more help in the Borough Office and Mr. Belcastro advised that there is a $20,000.00 budget for the hiring of additional help.  Ms. Vaccaro stated that last months issues have not been resolved. 
Henrietta Kretzler, requested information on how the Garden Club is covered for injuries and such when working in the Borough Gardens, Mr. James stated that there is a form that needs to be filled out and submitted to the Borough Office.  Mr. Weatherby agreed to attend a Garden Meeting and will discuss further with Ms. Turnbull.  
Mr. Belcastro, wants the Borough Website to be updated with more current information 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adjourn at 7:47 PM, second by Mr. James
MOTION CARRIES 

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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