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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                         Workshop Session                 April 11, 2017

[bookmark: _GoBack]LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Workshop Session at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 in the Council Chambers

Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded. 
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors T. Belcastro, L. Michael, J. Weatherby, J. McGurk and L. Jones  
EXCUSED:  Councilor M. Nobers and Mayor P. Poninsky 

REPORTS RECEIVED 
MINUTES: March Regular Session

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Bob Ford, 714 Beaver Street, requested support for re-election.  Mr. James and Ms. Jones thanked Mr. Ford for his help at the Easter Egg Hunt and donation.  

Susie Falcone, 11 Winding Road, discussed the following; damages caused along Winding Road from the recent water project, water runoff at Winding Road and Beaver Street, catch basin along Winding Road that needs cleaned and the odor along Washington Street that is in violation of the Borough Ordinance.  Mr. Belcastro confirmed that the odor is not present daily and that the odor is coming from the sewer.  Mr. Belcastro will discuss further with John Yankello, Leetsdale Sewer Authority and will discuss the Winding Road damages with Shawn Scott, Edgeworth Water Authority.  Mrs. Falcone questioned the parking on both sides of the road along Winding Road and it was determined that there is only parking on one side of the roadway.  

Ms. Jones advised that the trees were cut down behind the homes along Washington Street as discussed last month.     
 
SOLICITOR                                                                                                            Megan Turnbull, Esq.
· Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement Proposal update
· Consider the adoption of Act 172 of 2016 – Tax Credits for Municipal Volunteers
· Discuss the process to sell property along Rapp Street and Ohio River Blvd
· Consider the possible purchase agreement for a front loader with Quaker Valley High School   

ENGINEER                                                                                                              Daniel B. Slagle, P.E.
· Review the Engineer’s Monthly Report and the streets to be paved this year

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· The Annual Cleanup Day will be held on Saturday, April 22, 2017
· The Public Safety Meeting was held on Tuesday, April 4, 2017.  The committee discussed future contact with Hussey Cooper for an additional exit for the residents and companies in the industrial parks, safety equipment and vest for volunteers and tint for the Fire Department windows to protect the equipment and vehicles.   

FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson
· Mr. Belcastro and Doug Ford attended the Official Announcement of the 2017 Banner Communities and received the Borough’s award on Friday, March 31, 2017
· Received the dividend payout in the amount of $21,369.04 from MRM Property & Liability Trust (Received $25,810.17 last year)

· Received the Liquid Fuels payment in the amount of $45,145.20 a direct deposit to the Liquid Fuels Account. (Received $44,880.38 last year) 
· A Hard to Recycle Event will be held at the Quaker Valley High School on June 24, 2017 from 9 am until 1 pm sponsored by the Quaker Valley Council of Governments.  Flyers are available in the Borough Lobby with further information and additional locations and dates.  
· Motion to adopt the Resolution establishing participation in the Quaker Valley Council of Government Recycling Committee. 

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson
· Meeting John Hagen with PNC Bank for an annual pension review
· Motion to accept the purchase of two copiers for the borough office and the police department in the amount of $444.93 monthly for 63 months.  Mr. James announced the agreement and advised that other local contracts were requested for comparison.  
· Newsletters were mailed on Friday, April 7, 2017  

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Review the Police Department’s and Fire Department’s Monthly Reports
· Ernie Logan, Fire Chief is gathering tint quotes for the Fire Department’s windows to protect the gear and vehicles from any further sun damage

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson
· A safety Inspection was conducted by Optimus Risk Services of the borough property and a report was received with recommendations that was reviewed by Doug Ford, Street Commissioner
· The Leaf Compost passed inspection on April 5, 2017
· Douglas Ford and Council discussed rehiring a part-timer to assist the Public Works Department 
· The Quaker Valley Middle School students would like to place a Little Free Library in Henle Park and Mr. McGurk suggested that it be placed at the new gazebo once complete to eliminate the possibility of the library being vandalized  
· Council discussed hiring a company to relocate the existing Henle Park gazebo to eliminate any liability on the Borough.   

PARKS & RECREATION                                                                             Lauren Jones, Chairperson  
· The Easter Egg Hunt was held on Sunday, April 9, 2017, Ms. Jones thanked all who participated and donated items.

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik and the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Joe Luff
· A Zoning Hearing for K&K Meats is being held on April 19, 2017 for a shed being placed on the property without a building permit.   
· Mr. Belcastro advised that the Zoning Hearing Fee is $400.00 and that the Borough spends about $800.00 per hearing; advertising, solicitor, notifications and stenographer.  Council will consider raising the fee.  
· Mr. Belcastro advised that the Zoning Hearing Board approved Elite Towing’s illuminated sign that was placed on the side of the business.  
· Mr. Belcastro advised he will make a motion on Thursday to rent the VFW Parking Lot in the amount of $5,000.00 and Ms. Michael advised that she is in favor of this action.  Mr. Belcastro discussed the financial state of the VFW.  Resident, May Kay Dschuhan expressed her concern since this was already discussed at prior meetings with no interests in making a donation.  Ms. Jones explained that Mr. Belcastro was interested in renting the VFW Parking lot since council was advised last month by the VFW the lot would be gated and a fee would be collected.  Mr. McGurk 

expressed concern with how the VFW presented the parking lot gate and collection of a fee from those in need of parking at the VFW for Borough functions.    
   
OLD BUSINESS
· Estimates are needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass
· Following vacancies are remaining:
a) Recreation Board – 1 vacancy - Terms exp. 2020
b) Planning Commission – 1 vacancy – Term exp. 2023

CORRESPONDENCE
· Received a request to donate $100.00 to the Sewickley’s Relay for Life

Jon Kuzma, Victory Lane, Currently represents Region 1 for the Quaker Valley School Board and advised that he is running for re-election.  Mr. Kuzma discussed some of the issues the School Board is currently facing and how he supports the effects to move the school and the sale of the four homes along Beaver Street.  

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Ms. Michael to adjourn at 8:14 PM, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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