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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:08 PM on Thursday, May 9, 2019 in 
the Council Chambers.  
 
Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.   
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors B. Frederick, O. Awad, T. Belcastro, J. McGurk, 
J. Weatherby, T. Michael  
EXCUSED:  Councilor J. Weatherby and Mayor P. Poninsky 
ALSO PRESENT:  M. Turnbull, Esq., Weiss Burkardt and Kramer LLC; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & 
Sagle Engineering, Inc.; Douglas Ford, Street Commissioner; M. Davis, Leetsdale Fire Department 
Chief; D. Raible, Chief of Police   
 
REPORTS RECEIVED  
TAX COLLECTOR’S: February and April  
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve the February and April Tax Collector’s Reports, second by Mr. 
Michael 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL 

Judy Felicion, Leetsdale Planning Commission, advised Council that the Planning Commission met 
and discussed the small cell towers that are being proposed in the Borough and the commission 
requested additional information from the applicate before a recommendation is made to Council.  
 
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq.  
 A Public Hearing was held at 6:45 PM this evening for the Verizon Cable Franchise Renewal.  

Council and residents made comments and suggestions to be provided to the Cohen Law Group for 
the Borough’s agreement for consideration.   

 The Planning Commission reviewed the two small tower applications received from Crown Castle 
and additional information was requested. 

 Ms. Turnbull advised that an executive session will be held at the end of the meeting to discuss 
litigation and personnel issue.  

 
ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E. 
 Mr. Slagle reviewed the Engineer’s Monthly Report 
 Mr. Belcastro requested that the Engineer includes his project cost with all proposed projects  
 Mr. Slagle discussed the Columbia Gas Company Sidewalk Replacement and requested the 

Solicitor’s assistance with contact 
 Mr. Awad questioned the process of installing the new boat launch, Mr. Slagle provided an 

explanation of the plans and how a contractor will move forward 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the Washington Street ADA Sidewalk PHIII Project Estimate No. 2 
in the amount of $25,356.92 payable to DePasquale Construction Services, second by Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky 
 No Public Safety Meeting held this month 
 A proclamation was prepared for the First Baptist Church of Leetsdale and will be included in the 

minutes   
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MOTION BY Mr. Michael to adopt the Resolution to Amend the Right to know Law and provide relief 
from vexatious requests, second by Mr. Frederick 
Question on the Motion by Mr. Awad if the resolution would violate the HIPPA Law, and it was 
discussed that the HIPPA Law does not apply. 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
FINANCE/BUDGETS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. Michael to adopt the resolution in support of the County Council Bill no. 10781-18 
Allegheny Co Oil & Gas Lease Registry Ordinance, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 

 
ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson 

 Nothing new to report this month 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                    Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson 

 Daniel Raible, Police Chief reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report 
 Marty Davis, Fire Chief reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report 
 
STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson 

 Received the 2019 routine Merchant Street Bridge safety inspection report and no immediate 
improvements were required at this time.     

 Confirmed that DQ Light will be installing the 2018 LED Lights in the coming weeks and the 2019 
Application will be received in August.    

 
PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson 

 The Henle Park Splash Pad is scheduled to open on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 and will be open 
Wednesday through Sunday  

 Free Lunches in Henle Park will be held at noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  
 
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to accept the resignation of Phyllis Belcastro from the Recreation Board, 
second by Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES  
   
PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                   Thomas Michael, Chairperson 

 Mr. Michael reviewed the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Brian Hill and the Monthly Code 
Enforcement Report by Jason Sarver 

 Received the Planning Commissions April Meeting Minutes  
 The Planning Commission prepared a Planning and Zoning for Unconventional Shale Gas 

Extraction Operations and Related Industrial Land Use within Leetsdale for Councils consideration.    
 
ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson 

 Nothing new to report this month  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Board Vacancies  
a. Zoning Hearing Alternate with a term ending 2021 
b. Recreation Board With term ending 2019 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 Election Day is Tuesday, May 21, 2019  
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LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the list of bills, second by Mr. Awad  
MOTION CARRIES 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adjourn at 7:50 PM to executive session to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues, second by Mr. Awad  
MOTION CARRIES 
 
Council reconvened at 8:34 PM  
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to extend the probation period for Jordin Priddy on the Public Works 
Department until the CDL License requirement is met in November 2019, second by Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adjourn at 8:35 PM, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Simek  
Jennifer Simek  
Borough Secretary/Treasurer  


