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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, May 11, 2017 in 
the Council Chambers 
 
Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.  
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors M. Nobers, T. Belcastro, L. Michael, J. 
Weatherby, J. McGurk and L. Jones   
EXCUSED:   Mayor P. Poninsky  
ALSO PRESENT:   M. Turnbull, Esq., Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Slagle 
Engineering, Inc., Douglas Ford, Street Commissioner; Chief D. Raible, Leetsdale Police   
 
REPORTS RECEIVED  
MINUTES: April Workshop & MS4 Sessions 
TREASURER’S REPORT: April 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the April Workshop and MS4 Session Minutes, second by Mr. 
Belcastro  
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the April Treasurer’s Report, second by Mr. McGurk  
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL 

Judy Felicion, 186 Broad Street, inquired a start date for the Broad Street Paving Project.  Mr. Slagle 
advised that he has been in contact with Youngblood Paving and a start date has not been set yet.  Mr. 
Slagle is aware of the 4th of July Parade but there is a sewer issue that needs addressed first.   
 
SOLICITOR                                                                                                            Megan Turnbull, Esq. 
 Council discussed the “Young Lungs at Play” Ordinance and it was determined that no smoking 

areas needed to be designated first and once agreed upon the ordinance will be advertised after 
next month’s meeting.  Ms. Michael advised that once the ordinance is adopted that the park rental 
application needs to be updated stating same.     

 Ms. Turnbull stated that the Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement Proposal is still in being 
negotiated.  

 Ms. Turnbull advised that Act 172 of 2016 – Tax Credits for Volunteer Firefighters is still in the 
works.  Once the terms are reviewed and finalized it will be presented to council for their 
consideration.    

 
ENGINEER                                                                                                              Daniel B. Slagle, P.E. 
Mr. Slagle Reviewed the Monthly Engineer’s Report 
 Centerside Development Site Plan (Building No. 803) – Requesting Executed Agreement. 
 Centerside Development (NOV) Site Plan – We reviewed the Developer’s request to release the 

Financial Security. 
 Centerside Development Site Plan (Building 180) – We reviewed the Developer’s request to release 

the Financial Security. 
 Columbia/NiSource Gas Line Replacement – The Bonds should not be released until the road is 

overlaid. 
 Edgeworth Water Authority Waterline Replacement Project – The Water Authority is replacing the on 

Sycamore Spur.  We will meet with Shawn Scott next week to review the project.  Preparing Road  
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restoration detail. 

 Broad Street Paving Project – The project was awarded to Youngblood Paving in the unit price cost 
of $83,991.90 for Alternative No.1.  This project will be paid for by Columbia/NiSource Gas and 
Edgeworth Water Authority. 

 Washington Street ADA Sidewalk Project – ACDD/QVCOG has delayed bidding until July 2017. 
 Borough Building ADA Sidewalk Project – We redesigned the sidewalk along the parking lot down 

the grass berm without obstructing the existing sidewalk. 
 2017 QVGOG/ACDD Grant Applications – QVGOG/ACDD has awarded the Grants for 2017 

Applications.  The Borough is being awarded $94,250.  We suggest the Monroe Way 
Reconstruction Project - $42,250 and Borough Building ADA Sidewalk/Ramp Project - $80,000. 

 Henle Park Gazebo Project – We contacted the contractor regarding adding lights for the new 
Gazebo.  A Notice-To-Proceed was issued with a deadline of June 30, 2017.  The Gazebo has been 
manufactured.  Mr. McGurk advised that the existing gazebo will be moved in the next week for 
$1,000.00 and concreate pad for an additional amount.   

 DCNR Boat Launch Ramp Grant Application – We have designed the boat launch ramp project 
(50% DCNR Grant) which will be bid out this once DCNR approves the Bidding Documents. 

 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) – We received a notification from PaDEP regarding 
the NPDES Permit renewal.  The next Annual Progress Report is due May 30, 2018. 

 Zoning Map Update – We need to verify the zoning along Monroe Way with Joe Luff. 
 2017 Paving Project – We received the updated road map with suggested additional roads from the 

Borough.  We plan to meet with the Contractors next week to confirm work scope.  A Notice-To-
Proceed was issued. 

 Borough Floodplain Ordinance - We provided the suggested changes to the Borough’s Floodplain 
Ordinance based Centerside Development input.  No further discussion. 

 VFW/Henle Park Property Maps - We have prepared a property map for the VFW/Henle Park area 
based on Allegheny County Tax Map data. 

 Miscellaneous Borough Projects – We met with the Publics Works Superintendent regarding 4 small 
projects.  We are meeting with contractors to obtain quotes for the Boroughs review. 

 Future QVGOG/ACDD Grant Applications – We believe that this program may be decreased and/or 
eliminated by 2018.  We have compiled a list of suggested projects for consideration for next year’s 
grant applications: 

  1. Borough Building ADA Ramp Project - $80,000 
  2. 2016 Demolition Project - $15,000/324 Beaver Street 
  3. Washington Street Reconstruction Project - $108,000 
  4. Washington Street Sidewalk Replacement Project - $60,000 
  5. Henle Park Playground Equipment – $35,000 
  6. Washington Street Playground Equipment – $35,000 
  7. Electronic Sign – $5,000 
  8. Henle Park Swing Set/Benches/Rubber Floors/Walking Trail - $25,000 
  9. Basketball Court - $25,000 
Norfolk said they would take their bridge down 
PaDOT will not take down their bridge. 
LIP pay for Foot Bridge 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky 
 The Annual Cleanup Day was held on Saturday, April 22, 2017 
 
FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to use the QVCOG Shared Property Database Intern – Property Rating & GIS 
Program in the amount of $1,250.00, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to send the Flood Plain Ordinance changes to DEP/FEMA for review, second 
by Mr. Nobers 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson 

 PNC charged the Police Pension in the amount of $867.63 for quarterly maintenance  
 Automatic renewal notice was received from Intuit QuickBooks in the amount of $3,250.00 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson 

 Mr. Weatherby reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report 
 Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to authorize the Fire Department to spend up to $2,500.00 to have the 
windows at the Department tinted, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to participate in the 2017-2018 Duquesne Light LED Pilot Program at $109.00 
removal and recovery charge per light for 25 lights, second by Mr. Nobers 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the Bartlett Tree Service Agreement in the amount of $4,309.00, 
second by Mr. Belcastro   
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to purchase a $100.00 gift card for the gentleman who cut up the fallen tree 
in Henle Park, second by Mr. McGurk 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
PARKS & RECREATION                                                                             Lauren Jones, Chairperson   

 Ms. Ott advised that there is no obligation on behave of the Borough to accept any donations to 
provide additional days to have the splash pad open. 

 Ms. Jones advised that the Splash Pad will open on Thursday, June 8, 2017.  The operating days 
will not change from last year; Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Noon until 6:00, weather 
permitting.  

 Mr. McGurk advised that the recent concerns where addressed by the Street Department at Henle 
Park and a walk through will be completed to address any additional concerns. 
    

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson 

 Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik and the Monthly Building Inspection 
Report by Joe Luff.    

 Mr. Ford discussed the recent repairs the road crew completed along Winding Road.  
 Mr. James advised that all who smell the odor along Washington Street should make an online 

report to the Allegheny County Health Department. 
 Ms. Michael advised that the mailbox along Beaver Street near the high school is not accessible 

because of parked vehicles.  Chief Raible advised that he would work with the street department for 
a solution.     

 Ms. Jones advised that vehicles are parking along Washington Street near the hump of the 
roadway making it difficult to see oncoming traffic at the stop sign.  Chief Raible advised that 
vehicles are not allowed to park within 20 feet of a stop sign and he will keep an eye on this 
location.   
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NEW BUSINESS 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the resolution to participate in the Allegheny County’s CDBG 2018, 
2019 and 2020 program years, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 Council discussed options on outsourcing the printing and mailing of the newsletter.  Mr. Nobers will 

make contact with Terry Smith and get further information on the article deadlines and 
advertisement information.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Estimates are needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass 
 Following vacancies are remaining: 

a) Recreation Board – 1 vacancy - Terms exp. 2020 
b) Planning Commission – 1 vacancy – Term exp. 2023 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 Public Service Recognition Week started Sunday, May 7 and continues until Saturday, May 13, 
2017  

 National Police Week is the week of May 14 – May 20, 2017  
 Received a letter from the DEP advising the Borough of the MS4 Permit requirements  
 A Hard to Recycle Event will be held at the Quaker Valley High School on June 24, 2017 from 9 am 

until 1 pm, organized by the Quaker Valley Council of Governments.  Flyers are available in the 
Borough Lobby with further information.    

 The 4th of July Committee will be holding a Bake Sale on Election Day at the Borough Building.  
Please contact Phyllis Belcastro 724-266-6493 to volunteer or bake for this fundraiser. 

 Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 between 7 AM and 8 PM  
 Council received a letter from Mr. Weatherby advising that he is stepping down from his duties as 

Vice President of Borough Council.  Mr. James thanked Mr. Weatherby for the service he has 
provided to the Borough.   

 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to vote on a new Vice President at next month’s meeting, second by Mr. 
McGurk 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
LIST OF BILLS  

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the List of Bills, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to adjourn at 8:50 PM, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Simek  
Jennifer Simek  
Borough Secretary/Treasurer  
 


