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     LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                       Regular Session                May 14, 2020

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:05 PM on Thursday, May 14, 2020 on ZOOM, Video Conferencing due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 

Council President Weatherby called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.  
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President J. Weatherby; Councilors T. Belcastro, W. James, T. Michael and R. Nanni
ALSO, PRESENT:  Mayor P. Poninsky; M. Turnbull, Esq., Weiss Burkardt and Kramer LLC; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Sagle Engineering, Inc.; Daniel Raible, Police Chief 

Mayor Poninsky was having audio difficulties but was able to join with audio after a few minutes.  

REPORTS RECEIVED
MINUTES:   February Regular, March Workshop and April Regular Sessions  
TREASURER’S:  March

MOTION BY Mr. Michael to adopt the February Regular, March Workshop and April Regular Sessions, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adopt the March Treasurer’s Report, second by Mr. Michael
MOTION CARRIES

LIST OF BILLS 
MOTION BY Mr. Michael to accept the List of Bills, second by Mr. James
Question on the Motion by Mr. Belcastro, what is the expense line 405 Secretary in the amount of $6,566.90.  Ms. Simek advised that line 405 is the total of all the expenses for the Borough Office.      
MOTION CARRIES

Mr. Awad had difficulty connecting to the meeting and was able to join with the assistance of Ms. Turnbull

Mr. Slagle was able to access the meeting at this time 7:08 PM

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· No Public Safety Meeting held this month
· Election Day will be held on June 2, 2020 in the Leetsdale Community Room
· The Leetsdale 4th of July Celebration has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 and the committee will discuss still hosting the fireworks

Mr. Frederick was unable to connect to the meeting and was able to join Mr. Poninsky at 7:23 PM 
                  
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq. 
· Ms. Simek received a letter by email dated May 14, 2020 from Mr. John L. Linko, 143 Broad Street, expressing concerns with the accessibility of the meeting and public comments.

ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E.
· Mr. Slagle reviewed the Engineer’s Report
· Mr. Slagle advised that a demo property needs to be determined since 16 Beaver Street was withdrawn from the list 



MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to award the lowest 2020 Paving Bid with Youngblood Paving with a base bid of $50,162.50, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to rebid the Guiderail Replacement Project, Mr. James
Mr. Awad – No
MOTION CARRIES

FINANCE/BUDGET                                                                                   Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report 

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE                                                                        Thomas Michael, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report 

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE                                                                                Wesley James, Chairperson
· Nothing new to report

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to accept the bid submitted by John Elchin to repair the Henle Park Concession Stand roof and interior in the amount of $7,000.00, second by Mr. Belcastro
Question on the Motion by Mr. Nanni, questioned the bid process for accepting the bids and if the bid request was advertised.  Ms. Turnbull advised that the request for bids was not advertised because the amount of damages was under the threshold.
Question on the Motion by Mr. Michael, does the bid cover the repairs of the roof and the inside of the concession stand.  Mr. Frederick advised that the bid includes outside and inside repairs needed.
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, yes; Mr. Belcastro, yes; Mr. Frederick, yes; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, yes; Mr. Nanni, no; Mr. Weatherby, yes
MOTION CARRIES  

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to suspend all activities in the Borough Parks, second by Mr. Frederick
Question on the Motion by Mr. James, asked if this included the play grounds and was advised that the play grounds would remain closed until Governor Wolf lifts the restrictions.
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, yes; Mr. Belcastro, yes; Mr. Frederick, yes; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, yes; Mr. Nanni, yes; Mr. Weatherby, yes
MOTION CARRIES  

PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                           Roger Nanni, Chairperson
· No monthly Building Inspection Report by Don Schrecengost and no monthly code enforcement report by Jason Sarver as both just returned to work on Monday, May 4, 2020.

ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received a request from turnKey Taxes to begin the litigation process for three additional businesses for unpaid business taxes
· Mr. Belcastro advised due to the COVID-19 the Borough will be delayed in receiving Local Service tax and Business Privilege Taxes or may not be received due to businesses being closed.



NEW BUSINESS
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to appoint Mr. James Gilbert to the Civil Service Commission with a term ending 2026, second by Mr. Belcastro
Roll Call: Mr. Awad, yes; Mr. Belcastro, yes; Mr. Frederick, yes; Mr. James, yes; Mr. Michael, yes; Mr. Nanni, yes; Mr. Weatherby, yes
MOTION CARRIES  

· Board Vacancy 
a. Recreation Board with term ending December 31, 2020
b. Civil Service Commission Alternate with term ending December 31, 2026

CORRESPONDENCE
· Nothing new this month
· Mr. Awad questioned if there are any grants for the Borough to help with money that will not be received in lost taxes and was advised by Mr. Slagle that infrastructure grants will be available and he will keep Council informed as information becomes available.  

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adjourn at 7:52 PM, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES 

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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