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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 12, 
2019 in the Council Chambers.  
 
Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.   
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors J. McGurk, O. Awad, T. Belcastro, J. Weatherby 
and T. Michael 
ALSO, PRESENT:  M. Turnbull, Esq., Weiss Burkardt and Kramer LLC; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & 
Sagle Engineering, Inc.; Chief Raible, Leetsdale Police Department; Chief Davis, Leetsdale Volunteer 
Fire Department; Douglas Ford, Leetsdale Street Commissioner  
EXCUSED:   Mayor P. Poninsky and Councilor B. Frederick 
 
REPORTS RECEIVED 
TAX COLLECTOR’S:  July 
MINUTES: July Workshop and Regular Sessions 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve the July Tax Collector’s Report and the July Workshop and Regular 
Session Minutes, second by Mr. Weatherby 
MOTION CARRIES 
  
AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL 

Tom James, 66 Broad Street, gathered additional information on the Military Banner Program for 
Council’s consideration and will have it in writing for the next meeting.  Mr. James confirmed the 
location of the gate along Camp Meeting Road that Leet Township installed years prior to catch debris 
before it came off the hill into Leetsdale’s drains.     
Judy, 158 Broad Street, Chief Raible advised that the cat issue at 11 Rapp Street has been given to 
Allegheny County for further investigation.   
Judy Felicion, 186 Broad Street, discussed the high rise paying the Rental Operating License Fee 
and it was confirmed that the fee would apply to the high rise as well as a fire safety inspection.  
Advised Council that the high rise has a water runoff during heavy rain and the video was given to the 
building manager, who stated that it would be handled.  Ms. Felicion asked Council assist with the 
water issue.  Mr. Slagle discussed the Broad Street sidewalk replacement project that 
NiSource/Columbia Gas will be beginning in the coming weeks.          
    
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq.  
MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to approve the Crown Castle Agreement, second by Mr. Michael 
Mr. Belcastro and Mr. Awad both opposed to approve the motion  
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Council discussed the possible property donation along Oak Drive, Parcel Number 704-M-19 and it 

was agreed by all Council to not accept the donation at this time.   
 
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to accept the property donation at 244 Beaver Street, Parcel Number 704-A-44 
& 248 Beaver Street, Parcel Number 704-A-36, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Council will need to develop a digital sign policies and a fee schedule for community use and possible 

commercial advertisements.  Ms. Turnbull will provide examples for Council’s consideration.    
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ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E. 
▪ Mr. Slagle provided MS4 – Stormwater Training 
▪ Mr. Slagle reviewed the Engineer’s monthly report   
▪ Mr. Slagle invoiced Edgeworth Water and the Leetsdale Municipal Authority for the 2018 Paving 

Projects 
 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to approve Final Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $22,000.00 made payable 
to A.W. McNabb, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to approval Final Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $33,089.00 payable to 
Satira Construction, second by Mr. McGurk 
MOTION CARRIES  
 
MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to approve the NPDES MS4 Permit renewal and pay the application fee of 
$2,500.00 made payable to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, second by Mr. Michael  
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Mr. Slagle is preparing the necessary paperwork to turn back the DCNR Boat Launch Ramp Grant. 
▪ Mr. Slagle suggested that Council form a School Property Committee to have a voice in the planning 

of the proposed high school to be built along Camp Meeting Road.   
▪ Mr. Slagle discussed the costs of the Route 65 Cleanout from the recent floods.  
▪ Mr. Belcastro advised that there are several Street Openings in town that were made by Columbia 

Gas Company, the company has yet to pay for these openings.  Mr. Slagle advised that he would 
make contact for possible payment. 

▪ Mr. Slagle advised that Norfolk Southern caused damage to 1st Street and Mr. James contacted their 
insurance company for possible reimbursement.   
 

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky 
▪ No Public Safety Meeting held this month  
 
FINANCE/BUDGETS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson 

▪ The railing around the drainage ditch located near the VFW was damaged due to an auto accident.  
The auto insurance denied the claim and the railing needs replaced.  Received an estimate in the 
amount of $5,500.00 from Joe Locsco. 

 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the estimate from Joe Locsco in the amount of $5,500.00 to replace 
the railing around the drain located near the VFW, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 
  
▪ Received the following quotes from Midnight Blue 

a) 3 Borough Office Computers in the amount of $4,908.94 
b) 6 Police Office Computers in the amount of $9,437.88 
c) 1 Police Office Server in the amount of $6,641.00 

 
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to accept the quotes for new computers for the Borough Office and the Police 
Department and a new server for the Police Department in the amount of $20,987.82, second by Mr. 
Weatherby 
QUESTION ON THE MOTION BY Mr. Awad, does the Borough have Cyber Insurance, and was advised 
that the current insurance policy should cover such acts. 
MOTION CARRIES  
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ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson 

▪ Jennifer Simek, Borough Secretary met with Benecon, the Borough’s current medical insurance 
carrier, for the annual review of coverage.   

 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                    Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson 

▪ Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report 
▪ Chief Davis reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report  
▪ October is Fire Safety Month 
 
STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson 

▪ Route 65 Drainage issue was addressed by Robinson Pipe last week with the help of Mr. Hopkins 
clearing the dirt and debris from the drain located next to Henle Park and Route 65.    

▪ The Digital Henle Park Sign pad will be poured Friday, September 13, 2019 
▪ A quote is needed for an automatic shut off to be installed on the Henle Park Splash Pad for safety 

reasons.   
 
PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson 

▪ Thanked Doug Ford for set up and cleanup of Henle Park for the Labor Day Picnic. 
 

MOTION BY Mr. Awad to accept the resign Traci Price from the Parks & Recreation Board since she is 
no longer a resident of the Borough, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to appoint Becki Jenkins to the vacancy on the Parks and Recreation Board with 
a term ending 2019, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Mr. Awad visited Robert Matzie and got grant information for free lunches to be provided in Henle 

Park again next summer 
 
PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                   Thomas Michael, Chairperson 

▪ Mr. Michael reviewed the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Brian Hill and the Monthly Code 
Enforcement Report by Jason Sarver 

 
ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson 

▪ Jennifer Simek met with Mark Schuster, TurnKey Taxes and did a file review on current Business 
Privilege Tax Collections in the Borough.  

 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to approve the following Business Privilege Tax Refunds as requested by 
TurnKey Taxes; Tuesday Morning in the amount of $4,585.49 and Strategy Milling in the amount of 
$11,048.41, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Council will review the Rental Unit Operating License fees in the coming months 
a. Initial operating license fees: Single Family $50; Two Family $75; Multifamily three to ten $100; 

Multifamily over ten $125 plus $10 per unit; rooming houses, dormitories and hotels $125 plus 
$10 per unit.  Thereafter, the subsequent fee for annual license for each unit will be assessed 
at $50 per unit 

▪ Newsletter Articles for the Fall/Winter Edition are needed by Tuesday, October 1, 2019 
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OLD BUSINESS 

▪ Board Vacancies  
a. Zoning Hearing Board Alternate with a term ending 2021 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve Osman Awad, Thomas Belcastro, Mayor Poninsky and Thomas 
Michael to attend the 47th Annual Joint Fall Conference Erie Bayfront Convention Center, second by Mr. 
Weatherby    
MOTION CARRIES 
 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve Thomas Michael and Guest, Mayor Poninsky and Guest, Jeffery 
Weatherby and Osman Awad to attend the QVCOG Annual Dinner, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION CARRIES 
  
▪ Council received a letter from John Linko, Broad Street resident who is concerned with the on street 

parking for residents since the church located at the corner of Rapp Street and Broad Street will be 
back in operation in the coming months.   

▪ Mr. Weatherby provided an update from the Sewickley Bridge Construction Project 
 

LIST OF BILLS  

MOTION BY Mr. Michael to accept the List of Bills, second by Mr. McGurk 
Mr. Weatherby abstained from the Motion to approve the bills  
MOTION CARRIES  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to adjourn at 8:52 PM, second by Mr. Belcastro  
MOTION CARRIES  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Simek  
Jennifer Simek  
Borough Secretary/Treasurer  


