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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, October 10, 2019 
in the Council Chambers.  
 
Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded.   
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors B. Fredrick, J. McGurk, O. Awad and T. Belcastro 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mayor P. Poninsky; M. Turnbull, Esq., Weiss Burkardt and Kramer LLC; Sergeant 
Slawianowski, Leetsdale Police Department; Douglas Ford, Leetsdale Street Commissioner  
EXCUSED:  Councilors J. Weatherby and T. Michael; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Sagle Engineering, Inc. 
 
NO REPORTS RECEIVED 
 
AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL 

Tom Jones, 282 Beaver Street, Mr. Jones expressed concerns with the new Henle Park digital sign 
and its location.    
Judy Felicion, 186 Broad Street, Ms. Felicion expressed additional concerns with the digital sign and 
the current location affecting the flow of traffic. Also, presented to Council a petition with 41 signatures 
of residents and nonresidents.  Ms. Felicion advised that a contractor was working on the Broad Street 
manhole that needs adjusted and was advised that the manhole needs additional work before a spacer 
can placed under the cover.  Discussed a concern with the property tax collector not depositing checks 
in a timely manner, Council discussed advised to follow up the collector for an exact timeframe of the 
deposit.  Ms. Turnbull explained the process of collection and the exoneration process for the 
collector’s bond.             
Donna Fleig, 531 Beaver Street, requested that the sign be moved to a different location   
Deb Hansen, 145 Broad Street, expressed concerns with the tax collect when a refund was due.  
Suggested that the Rapp Street be changed to no parking with the narrow lanes of travel.  Complain 
that she received two parking tickets, one for each of their vehicles, asked forgiveness and was told 
that the police department handed out warns the week before.  Ms. Hansen was upset since her 
vehicles are normally in the driveway not on the street.  Expressed concerns with the digital sign.   
Peter Randazzo, 399 Beaver Street, concerned with the sign location and the color of the sign 
Jim Gilbert, 3 Main Street, asked if by the bicyclist needs to follow the laws for stopping at the stop 
signs, Officer Slawianowski advised that the bicyclist would be ticketed or warned if caught.    
 
Council discussed the sign and how it came about; the placement/location, color, cost, the purpose of 
the sign.  It was advised that the Leetsdale Newsbytes would still be published.  In the coming months 
bushes will be planted at the base of the digital sign.  It was discussed how expensive it would be to 
move the sign to a different location.  Council discussed the color and the LED panels being red and 
black, which are being replaced in the coming weeks with full-color panels.     
         
SOLICITOR                                                                                                                    M. Turnbull, Esq.  
▪ Ms. Turnbull provided several examples for Council to develop a digital sign policy and a fee schedule 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to not accept the property donation along Oak Drive, parcel number 704-M-
19, second by Mr. Fredrick 
MOTION CARRIES 
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MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to grant variance of the stormwater facility fencing that was provided by Mr. 
Rosenberger for the Bimbo Bakery property site with no liability to the Borough of Leetsdale, second by 
Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES 
 

• Ms. Turnbull advised that Council will be meeting in Executive Session at the end of the regular 
meeting to discuss Personnel Matters and Pending Litigation.   
 

ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __               Dan Slagle, P.E. 
▪ Ms. Turnbull reviewed the Engineer’s Monthly Report  
 
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to allow the Engineer to begin the design for the demolition grant projects for 
16 and 240 Beaver Street, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Mr. James advised that the hump in the middle of the bridge was removed by Youngblood Paving 

since Victory Paving never returned to complete the job.   
▪ Ms. Turnbull advised that the Leetsdale Planning Commission will be meeting on October 22, 2019 

for a purposed subdivision located in Leetsdale Borough and Leet Township.  To date the Borough 
Office has not received plans.   

▪ Mr. James provided an update on the NiSource/Columbia Gas Broad Street Sidewalk Replacement 
Project  

▪ Mr. Slagle is in the process of coming up with a solution for the Route 65 Drainage Issues. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky 
▪ No Public Safety Meeting held this month  
 
FINANCE/BUDGETS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to pay the 2018 Foreign Fire Insurance Allocation in the amount of $8,871.33 
to the Leetsdale Fire Relief Association, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Awad to exonerate Phil Perciavalle from collecting the 2018 Real Estate Taxes, Second 
by Mr. Belcastro  
MOTION CARRIES  
  
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to provide the 2018 Delinquent Real Estate Tax List to Jordin Tax Service for 
further collection, Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES   
 
ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                    Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to pay the 2019 Minimum Municipal Obligations and the Borough’s Contribution 
to the Pension Plans as follows; Police Pension $40,963.98 MMO and $37,648.02 for the Borough’s 
Contribution and Non-Uniform Pension $20,482.00 MMO and $7,282.00 Borough’s Contribution, second 
by Mr. Frederick  
MOTION CARRIES  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                    Benjimen Frederick, Chairperson 

▪ Mr. Frederick reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report 
▪ Mr. James reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report 
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▪ Sergeant Slawianowski remined the residents to lock their car doors since neighboring municipalities 
are dealing with vehicle break-ins and stolen vehicles.   

 
STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson 

▪ Mr. McGurk advised that the motion light in Henle Park has been fixed and is working 
▪ Mr. Ford advised that the traffic mirrors were ordered and should arrive in the coming days and will 

be installed upon arrival.   
 
PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                                Osman Awad, Chairperson 

• Trick-or-Treat will be held on October 31, 2019 from 6:00 until 8:00.  The Recreation Board is hosting 
a bonfire and treats in Henle Park during Trick-or-Treat.   

• Mr. Awad attended the Fall Conference in Erie with Mr. Poninsky and Mr. Belcastro.  

• Mr. Awad advised that he is interested in updating the Henle Park play equipment and made a contact 
who might be able to help the Borough get a grant to cover some of the costs.    

 
PLANNING, ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT                                   Thomas Michael, Chairperson 

▪ Mr. James reviewed the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Brian Hill and the Monthly Code 
Enforcement Report by Jason Sarver. 

▪ A Zoning Hearing is scheduled for October 23, 2019, 7:00 PM, for the application of 150 Board Street 
requesting variance from the side yard setback required by Ordinance 300.   
 

ORDINANCES & TAX COLLECTION                                                  Thomas Belcastro, Chairperson 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to approve the refund to Communications Construction Group in the amount 
of $29,540.00 for collected Business Privilege Tax that was predicted by the business in error, second 
by Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Mr. Belcastro discussed the Active Shooter Class that he attended at the Erie Conference and 

suggested that all of Council attend fall conference next year since it was so informational. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

▪ Tom James, Leetsdale VFW, provided additional information for the Borough to consider participating 
in the Military Banner Program.  

▪ Newsletter Articles for the Fall/Winter Edition are needed by Friday, October 11, 2019 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to appoint Tim Hall to the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate with a term ending 
2021, second by Mr. Frederick 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
▪ Board Vacancy 

a. Recreation Board with term ending 2019  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

▪ The QVCOG Annual Dinner is October 16, 2019, located at the Clubhouse Assembly at 6:00 PM.  
The following have been registered; Thomas Michael and Guest, Mayor Poninsky and Guest, Jeffery 
Weatherby and Guest, and Osman Awad. 
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LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to approve the list of bills, second by Mr. McGurk  
Mr. Awad abstained from the motion since he received payment for mileage reimbursement  
MOTION CARRIES  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 8:18 PM Council retired to Executive Session to discuss a Personnel and Pending Litigation  
 
Council returned from Executive Session  
Mr. James advised that he is resigning from the position Council President due to personal reasons 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the resignation of Wesley James from the position of Council 
President, second by Mr. Awad 
MOTION CARRIES 
 
Ms. Turnbull advised that Mr. Weatherby will serve as the acting Council President and Mr. McGurk will 
serve as the acting Council Vice President until Council reorganizes.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to adjourn at 9:00 PM, second by Mr. Belcastro   
MOTION CARRIES  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Simek  
Jennifer Simek  
Borough Secretary/Treasurer  


