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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                         Regular Session                 November 10, 2016

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 pm on Thursday, November 10, 2016 in the Council Chambers

Council President James called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded. 
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Observed a moment of silence in tribute of Chief James Ersher 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council President W. James; Councilors M. Nobers, T. Belcastro, L. Michael, J. Weatherby, J. McGurk and L. Jones   
ALSO PRESENT:  M. Ott, Esq., Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Slagle Engineering, Inc.; Mayor P. Poninsky; Chief Raible, Leetsdale Police Department; Douglas Ford, Street Commissioner 

REPORTS RECEIVED 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORTS: September & October
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the September and October Tax Collector’s Reports, second by Mr. Weatherby 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

MINUTES: October Workshop, Regular and Special Sessions 
MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to accept the October Workshop, Regular and Special Sessions, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

TREASURER’S REPORTS: September and October 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the September and October Treasurer’s Reports, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Judy Felicion, 186 Broad Street, discussed the Water Project along Broad Street.  Council agreed to send a letter to the Water Authority to handle the concerns.
Carol Poninsky, 17 Main Street, invited all to join the 4th of July Committee for the 4th Annual Snowflake Walk and Run.  Thanked Ms. Ott, Mr. Slagle and Mr. O’Connor for their donations to support the Snowflake Classic.  Council agreed that a gift would be purchased for Mrs. Ford as a thank you for the plus 30 years that she has donated to the Leetsdale Food Bank.  Ms. Poninsky suggested council considers purchasing 57 gift cards for those currently receiving the monthly food bank delivery.  Thanked Mrs. Belcastro for running the Election Day Bake Sale.  

SOLICITOR                                                                                                                      Megan Ott, Esq.
· Ms. Ott advised that Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement is still being finalized   

Question on the Motion by Mr. Weatherby, were other tax collectors contacted to provide a quote, Mr. James stated that the other collectors did not respond to our quote request.  
MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to accept the contract with Turn Key Taxes to collect the Business Privilege Tax with the review of the solicitor and add the conditions discussed, second by Mr. McGurk
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· A Grading Permit has not been received from Chapman Properties for the fill being place at Lot #803 and behind the Pillar Company.  Ms. Diersen contacted Mr. Rosenberger by email requesting 

the proper permits be completed with no response to date.  Council discussed the construction that has already taken place and the complaints that have been received to date.  
· Confirmed no occupancy permit has been issued to date for Building #180
· Council discussed changing the Rental Fee Ordinance due date to September 30st of the same year instead of December 31st, as well as adding fees for payments made after due date.  Mr. Belcastro will discuss further with Mr. Ivancik. 
· Ms. Ott presented the Policy & Procedures to allow for an appeal process for the Non Traffic Ticketing Ordinance.  Council discussed some options that should be included.  This will be adopted next month by Resolution.   

ENGINEER                                                                                                              Daniel B. Slagle, P.E.
· Review the Engineer’s Monthly Report

MOTION BY Mr. Weatherby to approve Reconciliation Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $47,561.93, second by Mr. Jones 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve Final Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $116,368.43, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve the grant application for the Washington Street Sidewalk Reconstruction Project Phase 2 in the amount of $31,000.00, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to approve the grant application for the Borough Building ADA Sidewalk/Ramp Project in the amount of $50,000.00, second by Mr. Weatherby
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Question on the Motion by Ms. Jones, does the grant only cover the playground equipment?  Mr. Slagle stated that the money will cover the pad and materials, as well as the playground equipment.  
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve the grant application for Henle Park Playground Equipment Project in the amount of $59,000.00, second by Mr. Nobers
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Question on the Motion by Ms. Michael, what does the grant cover for the Monroe Way Project?  Mr. Slagle stated that it would cover the roadway behind Washington Street and that a survey will need to be completed for this project. 
MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to approve the grant application for Monroe Way Reconstruction Project in the amount of $42,250.00, second by Ms. Jones
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Question on the Motion by Mr. Poninsky, could the borough just renegotiate with Valley Waste without advertising?  Ms. Ott and Mr. Slagle discussed and advised that it is more competitive to advertise for new bids. 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to approve the engineer to prepare and advertise that the borough is accepting bids for tipping fees, second by Mr. Nobers
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 





MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
MOTION BY Ms. Jones to purchase five $20.00 and 57 $25.00 Giant Eagle gift cards for the Leetsdale Borough Food Bank in the amount of $1,525.00, second by Mr. Belcastro 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson
· The 2016 Bond Refinance is closing on Monday, November 28, 2016.  The Borough Office has the Bond Official Statement Book available for review. 

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to make a $750.00 donation to the Fern Hollow Nature Center, second by Mr. McGurk
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to adopt, post and advertise the 2017 Proposed Budget, second by Ms. Michael
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to advertise the 2017 Rael Estate Tax Ordinance levying 8 mills for General Purpose and 2 mills for the Road Reconstruction, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the proposal with First National Bank for the 2017 TAN Loan in the amount of $300,000.00 with an interest rate of 1.47%, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to allow the Solicitor to prepare a Resolution to allow the Borough to carry money into the following year to cover the Borough’s expenses, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to pay the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry in the amount of $1,558.43, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY  

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson
· Received the dental and vision insurance renewal.  Dental coverage remained the same and vision coverage has a 7% increase from last year.
· Mr. Weatherby reviewed the Medical Options for the December 1, 2016 renewal

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to accept the Simpson/McCrady, Pennsylvania Municipal Health Insurance Corporative Medical Insurance Plan with 100% coverage in the monthly amount of $7,860.71, second by Mr. Weatherby
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to not renew the current medical coverage with TEC Benefits, second by Mr. Weatherby 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      Jeffery Weatherby, Chairperson
· Mr. Weatherby reviewed the Fire Department’s September and October Monthly Reports
· Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report 


STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson
· The 4th Annual Snowflake Classic will be held Saturday, November 19, 2016.

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to purchase the forklift for the Borough Garage in the amount of $6,000.00, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

· Mr. McGurk prepared and reviewed the Garbage Collection Memo stating that Council will be moving forward with another Tipping Contract and that the Garbage Committee will continue to meet to discuss Ordinance compliance in the Borough.  

PARKS & RECREATION                                                                             Lauren Jones, Chairperson 
· Ms. Jones thanked all those who helped make the Neighborly Gathering a success.
· The attentive date for Santa Claus is December 4th at Henle Park.  

MOTION BY Ms. Jones to accept the reappointment of Judy Fulton to the Recreation Board with a 5 year term, second by Mr. Nobers
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· One additional vacancy remains on the Parks & Recreation Board 
· The Henle Park Splash Pad water bill for the 2016 Season is $9,665.76; the 2015 Season was $12,374.88.  This is a $2,709.12 savings.  The Recreation Board will consider how to move forward for the 2017 Splash Pad Season.  

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik and the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Joe Luff

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to accept the reappointment of Sandra Ford to the Zoning Hearing Board with a 3 year term, second by Mr. McGurk
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· A Zoning Hearing is scheduled for Monday, November 21, 2016 at 7:00 pm to discuss a carport to be located at Helen Costa, 37 1st Street, Leetsdale.  .

NEW BUSINESS
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to reappoint Mr. Maynard Gardner Moody to the Leetsdale Sewer Authority Board with a 5 year term, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to appoint Thomas Michael to the Edgeworth Water Authority Board with a 5 year term, as Mr. Dennis is not requesting reappointment, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· The Borough is taking part in the Toys for Tots Collection if interested please drop off your donation by Monday, November 28, 2016
· The Public Safety Committee will be having a meeting on December 6, 2016 at 5:00 pm 
   
OLD BUSINESS
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Poninsky is in the process of getting an estimate that is needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass

· The Leetsdale Fire Department and the American Red Cross are offering up to three smoke alarms per Leetsdale household free of charge.  If interested please contact the Borough Office 

CORRESPONDENCE
· ACBA is hosting a Holiday Gathering at the Edgewood Country Club on Thursday, December 8, 2016 at 6:00.  
· Duckstein Restoration is hosting its 5th Annual Holiday Mixer & Toy Drive on Friday, December 2, 2016 from 3:00 until 7:00 pm at Rockefeller’s Grille, RSVP by November 23, 2016.
· Mr. James reported on his attendance to the Mayors & Presidents Breakfast hosted in Sewickley.     

LIST OF BILLS 
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to accept the list of bills, second by Mr. Weatherby
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to adjourn at 8:50 PM to Executive Session for a personnel matter, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Council returned to Regular Session for the purpose of adjournment.  Ms. Ott and Council were present, except Mr. Weatherby. 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. McGurk to adjourn at 9:32 PM, second by Ms. Jones 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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