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LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL                        Regular Session                December 14, 2017

LEETSDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on Thursday, December 14, 2017 in the Council Chambers

Council Vice President McGurk called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was being recorded. 
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. James asked that Council observe a moment of silence for Paul Scimio who recently passed, he served as a member of Council.  

Mr. McGurk announced that he as Vice President would be running the meeting this month

Mr. McGurk announced that Council would need to fill one council position.
Mr. McGurk nominated Benjimen Frederick for the open term on Council to end December 31, 2017, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES

Mayor Poninsky administered the Oath of Office to Councilors Wesley James and Benjamin Frederick 

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Council Vice President J. McGurk; Councilors W. James, M. Nobers, T. Belcastro, L. Michael and B. Frederick
EXCUSED:  Councilor Mr. Weatherby 
ALSO PRESENT:  M. Turnbull, Esq., Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; D. Slagle, P.E., Nichols & Slagle Engineering, Inc.; Chief D. Raible, Leetsdale Police 

REPORTS RECEIVED
MINUTES: November Regular Session (No November Workshop Meeting) 
TREASURER’S: September and November
TAX COLLECTOR’S: September, October and November

MOTION BY Mr. James to accept the November Regular Session Minutes, the September and November Treasurer’s Reports and the September, October and November Tax Collector’s Reports, second by Mrs. Michael
MOTION CARRIES 

AUDIENCE ADDRESSING COUNCIL
Gardner Moody, 112 Broad Street, Thanked Council for the opportunity to serve as the Vice Chairman on the Edgeworth Water Authority  and the President of the Leetsdale Municipal Authority and advised that he was resigning from both boards due to his family moving out of State.  Mr. Moody discussed the condition of each board.  Council thanked Mr. Moody for his service to the community over the years.  
James Wilczak, 270 Beaver Street, inquiring information on the property located at 704-A-9.  Mr. Wilczak spoke with the owner who stated that owner advised he will donate the property to the borough and Mr. Wilczak can purchase the property from the Borough.  Mr. Wilczak agreed and left his contact information for future communication.  Ms. Turnbull will contact owner to accept the property donation.
Thomas James, 66 Broad Street, expressed concern with the traffic speeding up the Broad Street Ramp.

  

SOLICITOR                                                                                                            Megan Turnbull, Esq.
MOTION BY Mr. Frederick to authorize the transfer of Parcel 704-K-00190 to Mr. Osman Awad $615.00 plus costs for a total amount of $944.50, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES 

· Ms. Turnbull discussed the following parcels; 704-F-111 and 704-F-112 and the process of transferring to Mr. & Mrs. Aughinbaugh.  The cost of the one property is much higher because of the building that was removed is still listed and will not be removed without filing a tax reassessment being filed with the county.  Since the interested purchases were not in attendance to this meeting, Ms. Turnbull will try to communicate with the Aughinbaugh’s before the next meeting and Council can take action at that time.  

MOTION BY Ms. Michael to accept the Resolution for the Borough Secretary to sell Borough Property with a value less than $1,000.00, second by Mr. James 
MOTION CARRIES

· Council received a letter for a property donation located at 240 Beaver Street, Parcel 704-A-48.  Ms. Turnbull advised that the property has delinquent taxes and there is a home on the property.  Council discussed the condition of the home and concluded that the home would need to be removed before a transfer would be accepted.   
· Council received a reappointment letter from Ms. Turnbull for consideration.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]ENGINEER                                         ____                                                  __              Dan Slagle, P.E.
· Washington Street ADA Sidewalk PHI Project – the project started 12/11/2017 and must be completed this year according to QVCOG/ACDD
· Washington Street ADA Sidewalk PHII Project – This project will be done next construction season
· Monroe Way Reconstruction Project – This project will be done next construction season
· 2018 Paving Project – We request confirmation of the selected roads for paving in 2018.  The Project should be advertised in January 2018 with a bid opening in February 2018.
· DCNR Boat Launch ramp Grant Application – We have designed the boat launch ramp project (50% DCNR Grant) which will be bid out once DCNR approves the Bidding Documents
· Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) – the next Annual Progress Report is due May 30, 2018
· Edgeworth Water Authority Waterline Replacement Project – The Water Authority is planning on replacing the waterline on Sycamore Spur, Oak Drive and along Victory Terrace 
· Miscellaneous Borough Projects – We contacted Border Patrol and authorized the work along Beaver Street and no response to date.  
· 2018 QVCOG/ACDD Grant Applications – Final Grant Applications were prepared/submitted on November 6, 2017
· Washington Street Sidewalk Reconstruction Project Phase III
· 2018 Housing Demolition Project (324 Beaver St and/or 240 Beaver St)
· Borough Building ADA Sidewalk/Ramp Project
· Henle Park Playground Equipment Project 

MAYOR’S REPORT                                                                                                     Peter A. Poninsky
· The Leetsdale Food Bank distributed 57 $20.00 gift cards from the Borough for Christmas 
· The Leetsdale Food Bank is looking to eliminate door-to-door delivery starting in 2018
· Allegheny County Boroughs Association Holiday Gathering was held Thursday, December 7, 2017 at Edgewood Country Club




MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to accept the quote with Mr. John in the amount of $205 monthly and a delivery fee of $60 for a wheelchair accessible restroom to be located at the boat docks May 1, 2018 until October 1, 2018, second by Ms. Michael
MOTION CARRIES
 
MOTION BY Mr. James to accept the resignation of Officer Nick Adrian, second by Ms. Michael
MOTION CARRIES 
 
· Council discussed having a Road Study completed on Beaver Street since there has been heavy truck traffic lately.  Mr. Slagle advised that Beaver Street would need a Road Study completed to determine the limit but advised that the road has a concrete base which would make the weight limit around 20 Tons.  Chief Raible advised that signs have been posted along Route 65 advising Tractor Trailers to proceed to overpass.  
· A Public Safety Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 12, 2017.  
· Mr. Poninsky and Chief Raible visited Hussey Cooper and advised that there is access to the Ambridge Industrial Bridge from the Boat Docks.  Council discussed the condition of the concrete bridge and with permission an inspection would need to be completed.   

FINANCE/BENEFITS                                                                                  Wesley James, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. James to adopt the 2018 Proposed Budget that includes the additional Police Officer (Budget B), second by Ms. Michael
MOTION CARRIES 
 
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adopt the 2018 Real Estate Tax Ordinance levying 8 mills for General Purpose and 2 mills for the Road Reconstruction, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES

MOTION BY Mr. James to advertise the 2018 Meeting Dates, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY MR. James to transfer $40,000 from the General Fund to the Capital Reserve Account before December 31, 2017; Police Department $12,000, Fire Department $12,000, Public Works $12,000 and Office $4,000, second by Ms. Michael 
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. James to transfer the Liquid Fuels to reimburse the General Fund for Public Lighting, Street Signs and Line Painting before December 31, 2017 in the amount of $35,684.36, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. James to make the following transfers from the General Fund to the Road Reconstruction Fund; $703.56 for the September taxes collected and $572.60 for the October taxes collected, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. James to reimburse the General Fund from the Road Reconstruction Fund for Dan Slagle’s Invoice in the amount of $391.50 for relative engineer services for the Monroe Way Paving Project, second by Ms. Michael
MOTION CARRIES 

· The Leetsdale Volunteer Fire Department has requested their $46,000 for the new truck  

ADMINISTRATION, BENEFITS & PENSIONS                                              Mike Nobers, Chairperson
MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to pay Hallett Associates $6,835 from the Non Uniform Pension Plan and $6,220 from the Police Pension for work completed through November 5, 2017, second by Mr. James 
MOTION CARRIES 

MOTION BY Mr. Nobers to transfer the Police Reports Income from the General Fund to the Police Pension before December 31, 2017, second by Mr. James
Question on the Motion by Mr. James, what is the amount that will be transferred to the Police Pension.  Ms. Simek advised that amount is under $1,000.00. 
MOTION CARRIES

· Council received a letter from Jennifer Simek requesting reappointment to Borough Secretary and Treasurer

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE & FIRE                                                      	Linda Michael, Chairperson
· Ms. Michael reviewed the Fire Department’s Monthly Report
· Chief Raible reviewed the Police Department’s Monthly Report

MONTION BY Ms. Michael to sale the Police Charger as is for $900.00 to the interested buyer, second by Mr. Frederick
MOTION CARRIES

STREET DEPARTMENT/BOROUGH PROPERTY                                 Joseph McGurk, Chairperson
· Thank You to all who volunteered to make The 5th Annual Snowflake Classic that was held Saturday, November 18th a success
· Received a Thank You from Barb Costa for the memorial bench in memory of her husband that is located on the Borough Patio near the Police Department
· Council received a letter from Douglas Ford requesting reappointment to Street Commissioner

MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to allow the local Girl Scout Troop #36784 to use the Community Room twice monthly for their meetings free of charge, second by Mr. James
Question on the Motion by Ms. Michael, how would the troop get access to the room on Tuesdays evenings?  Ms. Sime advised that a Key FOB would be provided for their use.    
MOTION CARRIES

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY                                              Joe McGurk, Chairperson  
· Nothing new to report 

PLANNING, ZONING, CODE ENFORCEMENT & ORDINANCES           Tom Belcastro, Chairperson
· Received the Monthly Code Enforcement Report by Jim Ivancik for October and November and the Monthly Building Inspection Report by Joe Luff
· Mr. Ivancik will review the Fence Ordinance with Joe Luff for possible changes to make it more current
· Mr. Belcastro gave an update on the  Zoning hearing that was held on Wednesday, November 29, 2017 for Competitors Edge LLC requesting variance for an Electric Indoor Go Kart Track to be located in the Buncher Industrial Park that was granted by the Zoning Hearing Board.  

NEW BUSINESS
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to donate $750 to Fern Hollow Nature Center, second by Mr. Nobers
MOTION CARRIES


· Expiring Board Terms – All have been notified and letters of reappointment received
a. Leetsdale Municipal Authority – 5 Year Term (Doug Ford)
b. Planning Commission – 6 Year Term (Judy Felicion & Ernest Logan)
c. Zoning Hearing Board – 3 Year Term (Thomas James)
d. Vacancy Board Chairperson – 2 Year Term (Donna Fleig)
· Board Vacancies 
a. Zoning Hearing Board Alternate for a three year term
b. Civil Service Commission for a six year term
c. Civil Service Commission until 2021
d. Edgeworth Water Authority until 2018 
e. Leetsdale Municipal Authority until 2022
i. Received appointment request from John Kroeck
f. Planning Commission until 2020
i. Received appointment request from Michael Johnson

OLD BUSINESS
· Estimates are needed for the proposed maintenance on the Michele Maruca Memorial Overpass once the new inspection report is received

CORRESPONDENCE
· ALOM Spring Conference is being held April 5-8, 2018 at Seven Springs Mountain Resort
· ACBA Annual Banquet is Saturday, February 3, 2018 at the Rivers Casino, 5:30-9:00 PM  Tickets are $65.00 each
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to advertise a half page ad in the ACBA Yearbook for $250, second by Mr. Nobers
MOTION CARRIES 

LIST OF BILLS
MOTION BY Mr. James to accept the list of bills, second by Mr. Belcastro
MOTION CARRIES

Mr. McGurk thanked all who have served on Council over the past few years and welcome the new councilors in January.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY Mr. Belcastro to adjourn at 8:24 PM, second by Ms. Michael  
MOTION CARRIES

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Jennifer Simek 
Jennifer Simek 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer	
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